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On the first day of Advent, November 29, readers 
helped bring the story of the prophets to life. 

Pastor Linda lights the 
first candle of Advent 
representing Hope. 
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Come home this Advent... 
Worship Fully—because Christmas 
begins and ends with Jesus!  
 

Spend Less—and free your resources 
for things that truly matter 
 

Give More—of your presence: your 
hands, your words, your time, your 
heart 
 

Love All— the poor, the forgotten, 
the marginalized, the sick, in ways that 
make a difference 

 

...and celebrate Christmas 
 
“A Story of Christmas: Told by Two People Who Were 
There” , Sunday, December 13 at 9 a.m. - the message told 

by children, youth, and adults 

 
Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 

December 24 at 6 p.m.,  
Lessons, carols, Communion and candle lighting 

 
Sunday, December 27 

Christmas Open House at the parsonage  
 506 Tilford Street 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
All are welcome!  

 

The Focus    December, 2015 

Dysart United Methodist Church Volume 23, Issue 12 
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7 Ways to Contact Us! 
 

Church Phone:  319-476-2750  
 

Office email: dysar-
tum@fctc.coop 
 

Web Site: www.dysartumc.org   
 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Pastor: Rev. Linda Butler email: 
pastorlindabutler@gmail.com 
 

Parsonage Phone: 319-476-4175 
 

Pastor’s cellphone: 515-778-7498  
 

Pastor wants to hear from you.  

In this Issue 

Reflections from Pastor Linda 3 

Missions Outreach 4 & 5 

Trustees & UMW 6 

Finance and Stewardship 7 

Calendar Center 

Worship in December 10 

Celebrations 11 

Poinsettia Order form 12 

Iowa Conference 12 

Staff Parish Relations  13-15 

Our Mission is to glorify the name 
of Christ through worship, missions, 
giving, education and service of the 
Church is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world. 
 
The vision of DUMC: To glorify 
Jesus the Christ through worship, 
missions, giving, education and 
service. 

Bulletin and Weekly Email 
Announcements 
 

Send bulletin submissions to  
dysartum@fctc.coop by 
Wednesday. 
 
Send weekly announcement 
submissions to dysartum@fctc.coop 
by Thursday. Thank you! 

Pictures 
Help us tell the story of our church 
and share God’s ministry here at 
DUMC through the announcements 
and The Focus. If you would like to 
share what your group is doing, we 
would like to have the opportunity to 
put it in the newsletter and on 
announcements. Email pictures as 
jpgs to dysartum@fctc.coop. 
 

If you prefer to not be in pictures on 
the web or newsletter, you can fill 
out a Photography/Video Release 
form that can be picked up returned 
to the office. 

 

Broadcasts and on the Web 
 

Broadcasts of worship service on 
Channel 1 in Dysart: Mondays  
9 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
 

Worship Service on the website: 
dysartumc.org, click the Worship link 
and the image of the date you want 
to view. 
 

About The Focus 
The Focus is a monthly publication 
of Dysart United Methodist Church. 
The goal is to inform and involve 
people in the life and work of the 
church.  
 

To submit articles please email 
them to dysartum@fctc.coop by the 
20th of each month. Thank you! 
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Ushers and Greeters  
for December 

 
December 6 Don Lyons 
 Al & Ruth Schafbuch 
 
December 13 Thelma & Phyllis 

Brandt 
 Tom and Pam Brandt 
 
December 20 Don & Kathy 

Schuchart 
 Mary Jo and Rodney 

Kavalier 
 
December 24 Ken and Mary Ann 

Gregory 
 Ben and Merri Hach 
 
December 27 Reta and Don 

Callahan 

and choosing not to act upon the 
opportunity for instant gratification 
for some higher cause or greater 
gratification later. 
 
Choosing contentment means we 
decide to live simpler lives, thanking 
God for what we have, asking God 
to use us the right perspective on 
money and possessions. God 
designed us to be generous and 
willing got give to God and to others. 
Yet we are tempted to keep or hoard 
what we have. Some of us fear 
giving to others and ask ourselves, 
“Will I have enough to take care of 
myself.” The other temptation is self-
gratification. I won’t have enough 
money to buy the stuff I need to 
make me happy. 
 
As the Holy Spirit continues to work 
in our lives, we begin to think less 
about ourselves and more about 

others. (Acts 20:35) We are stewards 
of the blessings of God, and must 
remember we don’t own anything. 
God owns it all. “The earth is the 
Lord’s and all that is in it.”  
(Psalm 24:1) 
 
Hamilton discusses tithing from the 
early days of the Old Testament to the 
present. In the beginning, the practice 
was to burn offerings; in later times 
people would bring their offerings to 
the priests and offer them to God for 
the work of the temple and priesthood. 
The gift to God equaled one-tenth of 
one’s flock, crops or income. 
 
Our tithes and offerings are a tangible 
sign of our desire to live wholly for 
God. They are an expression of 
gratitude, worship and praise. They 
demonstrate that we put God first in 
our lives. They are an investment in 
God’s work through the church. 

Pastoral Care in the Home  
and Hospital  

  
We are grateful to have a pastor 
whose strength is pastoral 
care.  Pastor Linda visits in all the 
area hospitals and in the hospitals 
in Iowa City and Rochester, 
Minnesota.  She is also the on-site 
on-call chaplain one night a month 
at Covenant hospital in Waterloo.   
Please continue to call, or have a 
member of your family call Pastor 
Linda at 319-476-2750 (office), or  
319-476-4175 (home), or  
515-778-7498 (cell phone) when 
you are in the hospital so that she 
can visit you.   

 
In Christ, 
Mary Aschenbrenner, Co-chair 
SPRC 
Joyce Folsom, Co-chair SPRC 



14 

 

and are tempted to purchase, wait 
24 hours and see if you still need it. 
 
The difference in the cost of 
preparing a meal at home and 
eating the same meal out is 
considerable. Hamilton is not 
suggesting you never eat out but 
consider the frequency of doing 
this. The average American eats 
out four times a week. Think about 
how many times you and your 
family eat out. How much money 
did you spend on eating out last 
year? What else could you have 
done with that money? 
 
“What is our life purpose?” Society 
tells us our life purpose is to 
consume, but God tells us we are to 
be a blessing to others. We were 
created to care for Gods’ creation, 
to love God and our neighbors as 
ourselves, to care for our families 
and those in need, to seek justice, 
and to do mercy. We are to use our 
resources to help and care for our 
families and others, to serve Christ 
and the world through the church, 
missions and everyday 
opportunities. 
 
To fulfill your mission, you need to 
develop a plan to fulfill these goals. 
Hamilton suggests six financial 
planning principles: 

 Pay your tithe and offering first 

 Create a budget and track your 
expenses 

 Simplify your lifestyle (live 
below your means) 

 Establish an emergency fund 

 Pay off your credit cards, use 
cash/debit cards for purchases 
and use credit wisely 

 Make proactive long-term 
savings and investing habits. 

 
Natural disasters such as a tornado, 
forest fire, earthquakes remind us 

that everting in this world is 
temporary. In times of disaster 
people are forced to think about 
their relationship to material 
possessions. If our stuff is taken 
from us by bankruptcy, stolen or 
blown away by a tornado, we must 
remember that material things are 
only temporary. Jesus tells us our 
lives consist of more than money or 
things. 
 
We find ourselves discontent (RHS) 
restless heart syndrome, God wants 
us to be discontent with certain 
things. Hamilton suggests four keys 
which can help us be content. 

 Remember that it could be 
worse. 

 Ask yourself, “How long will this 
make me happy.” 

 Develop a grateful heart. 

 Ask yourself, “Where does my 
soul find true satisfaction?” 

The Bible tells us we find our 
satisfaction in God alone. 
 
In addition to cultivating 
contentment in our lives, we also 
need to cultivate simplicity. Hamilton 
offers five ideas to simplify our lives. 

 Set a goal of reducing your 
consumption and choose to live 
below your means. 

 Before making a purchase ask 
yourself, “Do I really need this.” 
And “Why do I want this?” 

 Use something up before buying 
something new. 

 Plan low cost entertainment that 
enriches 

 Ask yourself, “Are these major 
changes that would allow me to 
simplify my life? Simplifying your 
life requires the practice of self-
control. 

 
Self-control comes down to making 
a choice between satisfying an 
impulse to gain instant gratification 
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Reflections from Pastor Linda 

A few weeks ago I was asked to write a short piece for the current Iowa 
UMC Reporter about what Christmas means for me. This is what I wrote. 

Christmas Glory  

Christmas is a special time of the year for pastors.  For me, life and death 
are inextricably connected at Christmas.  A family in Nashua lost their mom 
to cancer on Christmas Eve, and came to church for the first time on that 
Christmas Eve.  My uncle’s funeral was on Christmas Eve day, and in the 
evening my family went back to that same church for Christmas Eve 
worship.  My father left my mom, after 30 years of marriage, the day after 
Christmas.    
 
At Christmas families are gathering, children are excitedly looking forward to 
their presents, wonderful food is being prepared, but for me Christmas can 
be a bitter sweet time of the year.  Amid the celebrations, I always seem to 
have a funeral.   
 
It was Christmas 1994. I was the on-call chaplain at St. Luke Hospital in 
Bethlehem, PA.   About 4:30 AM on Christmas morning the beeper went 
off.  I called the hospital and the nurse told me that a woman had just died 
and her family wanted the chaplain.  I hesitated.  I lived about 30 minutes 
from the hospital and I still needed to get dressed.  I wasn’t sure the family 
would want to wait that long, so I told her I could be there in 40 minutes and 
asked her to check with the family to see if they wanted to wait.  She  
checked and they said ”Yes.”  
 
When I arrived, the family was waiting for me—an 8 year-old boy, his 
mother, and his grandmother.  I quickly learned it was the boy’s great grand
-mother who had died.  As I often do with a grieving family, I invited them to 
tell me stories about her.  And they did.  They told about her humor, her 
cooking, her love and compassion.   And then the little boy said, “But it’s 
Christmas.” It turned out that one of the traditions in their family was to hear 
the Christmas story together.  How could they do that without Grandma?  I 
asked if they would like to go into a room and read the Christmas story.  So 
we did.  I read the familiar words that I had read hundreds of times.   
 
But that Christmas the words meant so much more as we (the family and I) 
said goodbye to a mother, grandmother, and great grandmother.  Amid the 
sorrow of death we heard the angel say, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”  Facing the 
eternal mystery of death, we heard the heavenly host singing, “Glory to God 
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!” 
 
Jim and I wish you a Merry Christmas and joyous New Year!  We hope you 
will be able to join us at our Christmas Open House on December 27. 
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Missions & Outreach 
 Serving in Christ’s name 

The next Mission Committee 
meeting will be December 6 at 

10:30 a.m.  

Mission Sunday Market – From our 
fields to theirs – proceeds to benefit 
our agricultural missionaries at Africa 
University, Zimbabwe, Jane and 
Larry Kies. Market income raised 
was $758.44. Thank you for your 
generous giving and helping us with 
our $2,000 missionary support for 
2015. 
  
Ingathering Kits – On Saturday, 
November 7, I attended the 36th 
Annual Thanksgiving Ingathering in 
Cedar Falls. We turned in the 
following kits: 47 Health kits 
(UMCOR), 12 Sewing kits (UMCOR), 
37 School kits (UMCOR), and 43 
Layettes (INP),  a total of 139 kits. 
On Sunday, November 1st a special 
offering for Ingathering kits was 
taken during communion to help with 
shipping. The offering was $142.00. 
Thank you very much. 
  
Operation Christmas Child - This 
was our seventh year for this project! 
Our church filled 83 shoe boxes, and 
those were delivered to the drop off 
site on Tuesday, November 17th. 
Thank you to everyone that 
participated with this project! Please 
continue to pray for our donated 
boxes, as they will be shipped out 
later this month!! Our shoe boxes go 
out of the Minneapolis Processing 
Center and will be going to the 
following countries: Barbados, 
Burundi, Dominica, Dominican 
Republic, Grenada, Guyana, 
Honduras, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Suriname, Tanzania, Togo, 
Trinidad, and Tobago. 
  
Adopt-a-Family - We have received 
our Adopt-a-Families for this 
Christmas season. Our families this 
year are a family of (8): Dad, Mom, 

and 6 Children, and a family of (2): 
Mom, and one child.  
 
We will have the Angel Tree again, it 
has worked quite well in the past. You 
may take a tag or tags off the tree and 
go shopping for that item on the gift 
tag, and then return your wrapped gift 
to the church. When you return your 
gift, please make sure that the tag you 
took off the tree is on the wrapped gift. 
Please have all gifts returned to the 
church by Thursday, December 10th. 
We will have 2 trees set up this year, 
both trees will be on display in the 
Fellowship Center on Sunday, 
November 29th, please contact Becky 
Lassen if you have any questions 
regarding our families. 
  
Mitten & Hat Tree - We will have our 
mitten/hat tree in the hall going into 
the Fellowship Center this holiday 
season. When you are out shopping 
please pick up a pair of mittens/gloves 
or a hat and donate it to the tree. 
Please bring your item/items in and 
place them on the tree. Donated items 
will go to the DG Elementary and the 
Northeast Tama County Food Pantry, 
to children that need them. This will 
be available following the Hanging of 
the Greens  and continue through the 
month of December.  
  
Winter Emergency 2016 – We will 
start taking a special offering starting 
Sunday, December 6th thru Sunday, 
March 27th. There will be a offering 
plate back by the Tech area on a 
stand for your donations. Thank you! 
  
Special thank you to Rebekah 
Circle for their gift of $200 to 
Missions. Thank You!! 
  
Blessings, 
Becky Lassen 13 

 

“Enough” by Adam Hamilton 
Summarized by Marilyn Mehlhaus 
 
Jesus taught, “One’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of 
possessions.” (Luke 12:15) 
 
We live in a world that encourages us 
to live beyond our means. Radio and 
TV commercials, newspaper ads tell 
us we need this item now “and we 
can pay for it later.” College students 
are sent credit card applications and 
encouraged to obtain one. We love 
the new gadgets and new makes and 
models that come on the market and 
have a desire for more. 
 
Hamilton addresses the “American 
Dream,” a desire to achieve success 
and satisfy the desire for material 
possessions. We measure our 
success by the stuff we possess. 
Consuming, acquiring and buying is 
what the American Dream has come 
to mean. 
 
However, this Dream can become a 
nightmare when we succumb to 
buying bigger and better stuff to keep 
up with the Joneses and use money 
we do not have. 

 
We unfortunately use credit cards 
which allow us to have something 
today and pay for it tomorrow. Too 
many do not have self-discipline and 
soon find themselves going deep into 
debt in order to have what they want 
now and pay for it later. Average 
credit card debt in America in 1990 
was $3,000. Today it is over $9,000. 
Unfortunately, credit-it is not limited to 
credit cards; but extends to car loans, 
mortgages and other loans. 
 
Hamilton discusses how we can 
change our habits, get out of debit, 
get a handle on our money and 
possessions, live more simply and 
give more generously. He does not 
suggest we should never buy 
anything for ourselves, but with God’s 
help we simplify our lives, live below 
our means, not above, buiild into our 
budgets money to buy with cash 
instead of credit, and build in what we 
need to be able to live generously and 
faithfully. 
 
Many of us are like the prodigal son—
we live for today and not thinking 
about what’s going to happen 20 or 
30 years from now. Fifty percent of all 
Americans have less than $25,000 
set aside for their retirement. We 
have become wasteful and 
extravagant, throwing our money 
away by buying things we neither 
need or receive value from, just to 
spend for the sake of spending. 
 
There are two main ways we 
squander our money away’ impulse 
buying and eating out. Never go 
grocery shopping when hungry! Make 
a list and stick to it. If you see an item 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
Connecting Pastor, Staff, and congregation 

The  next SPRC 
meeting: 

December 1, 7 p.m. 

SPRC has been conducting staff 
evaluations.  We will be helping 
with Hanging of the Greens on 
Monday, Nov. 30.   
 
At our November meeting, Marilyn 
Mehlhaus gave a book report on 
the book she read. A summary of 
this book follows. 
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Iowa Conference   

 

  

Poinsettia 

Order Form 

  
 

You can order red poinsettias until December 13 for our Christmas Poinsettia 
Garden.  The poinsettias will be on display beginning Sunday, December 20 and 
may be picked up after the Christmas Eve Service.  Thank you. 

  
Number of Poinsettias______________________ 

  
In Honor of______________________________ 

  
In Memory of____________________________ 

  
From___________________________________ 

  
$13.00 per plant 

(5-6 blooms, pot wrapped in gold foil with red bow) 
Please make checks payable to DUMC/Poinsettias 

Place your order form in the offering plate 
or return it to the church office. Thank you 

 

  

  

Change a Child’s Story: One 
million books and a million hours 
of reading with children – that’s 
the goal of Iowa United 
Methodists in the next two years 
in a new initiative called, 
“Change a Child’s Story.” Nearly 
twenty percent of Iowa’s United 

Methodist churches have already 
committed to the effort. More than 
1000 books have been collected 
and individual and organizational 
partnerships are already forming. 

For more information go to the 
following link: http://
www.iaumc.org/
povertytoopportunity   5 

 

Left: Ingathering volunteers unloading 
our Ingathering kits the day of 
Thanksgiving Ingathering. In Cedar 
Falls. 

Operation Christmas 
Child  boxes were 
passed up the aisle by 
those attending church 
on November 15. Once 
to the front children 
helped Pastor Linda 
arrange the boxes in the 
chancel area for a 
special dedication. 
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Trustees 
 Managing the Resources of the Congregation 

Trustees met on November 8th.  This 
winter snow removal will be done at 
the parsonage and gravel parking lot 
by Jeff Clouse and the church 
parking and side walks by Cale 
Petersen.   
 
We are having the carpet cleaned in 
the fellowship hall and office on 
December 3,  we will need lots of 
help moving tables, chairs and then 
replacing them a few days later.   
 

We have had Waterloo Boiler do 
some work on the boiler, pumps and 
valves.   
 
Ned Seebach has done some 
plumbing work at the parsonage and 
replaced furnace filters in the new 
addition.  The heat cables on the 
church roof have been checked and 
one nonworking cable replaced.     

December 2015 Meetings: 
Executive Board – No December 
meeting 
    
Lydia Circle – Thursday,  
December 17, @ Mary Jo Kavalier, 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Rebekah Circle – Tuesday, 
December 15, @ Church,  
12:00 p.m.  Hostess: Joyce Folsom 
Co-Hostess: All (Potluck 
Dinner)  Lesson: All (Christmas 
Thoughts & Caroling) 

 
December Bible Verse:  
Luke 1:45  “And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 
the Lord.” NRSV 
 
December Fellowship: 
December 6th  – Catherine Wieck and 

Ann Seebach 
December 13th – Gumbert Family 
December 20th – Open 
December 27th – Marcia Knupp & 

Family 

United Methodist Women 

On Sunday, November 1st the 
UMW recognized two individuals 
for their outstanding service. 
Melvin (Bill) Raub and Roger 
Santman were presented a 
certificate and pin. Thank you to 
both Bill and Roger, we 
appreciate everything you do for 
the Dysart United Methodist 
Church. 

UMW President, 
Becky Lassen 

The next Trustee Committee 
meeting will be Sunday, 

December 13: 10:15 a.m. 
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December Birthdays 
 

1 Sarah Barfels, Stacie Jans 
2 Mary Ann Gregory, Bev 

Santman, Herbert Hark, 
Emily Wilson, Corbin Jans 

3 Dan Reisner 
4 Elizabeth Moore 
5 Jean Lane, Sherry Lyons, 

Desirae Reisner, Janeal 
Lyons, Camdon Pippert 

6 Ryan Kavalier 
7 Adam Sanford 
8 Adrienne Nelson 
9 Gayle Griffin, Steve Oliver, 

Pam Thiele, Pat Billerbeck, 
Charlie Dobson 

12 Owen Hix 
13 Christy Docekal 
15 Kathy Schuchart, Nicholas 

Krough, Cole Pippert 
20 Lance Moore 
24 Nancy Thiele, John 

Hessenius, Cynthia Steffen 
26 Kent Folsom, Marlys Finzen 
28 Wayne Leo 
29 Alexander McKinley, Allie 

Carty, Megan Carty 
31 Dawn Rice  

December Anniversaries 
   
2  Ron and Reda Charmichael 
5  Chad and Jenna Scott 
16  Pat and Bonnie Harrison 
18  Gary and Nancy Gardner 
  Terry and Janet Trunck 
23  Bruce and Juli Pippert 
30  Mike and Susan Dobson 

Celebrations 

Union Carolers to Sing 
at DUMC 

Plan to stay after worship on 
Sunday, December 20 and listen to 
the Union Carolers sing favorite 
Christmas carols at10:30 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Center. 

Below: 3rd graders received their own 
Bible on Bible Sunday, November 22. 
Those receiving Bibles were Gavin 
Rohrbach and Garret Kotouc. 
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Worship in December  

The gifts of God from the people of God 
Worship  9 a.m.  

Refreshments served in 

Fellowship center after 

worship. All are invited! 

Worship during the Season of Advent and Christmas 

Advent Conspiracy 
November 29 – December 24 
 
Over two thousand years ago, prophets told of a coming messiah, a king 
who would turn the world upside down, changing the order of things for 
good.  During Advent, Pastor Linda explores the depth and meaning of 
these prophecies, and teaches how they were fulfilled in the birth of Jesus. 
This series leads us to consider what these events mean for our lives today 
and calls us to examine what’s gone wrong in our typical approach to 
Christmas. This series challenges us to prepare and to celebrate Christmas 
in a remarkable new way. 
 
November 29 – “A Conspiracy of Hope” - Jeremiah 33:14-16 
December 6 – “The Way of Peace” - Luke 1:67,76, 79, Luke 3:7-8, 10-11 
December 13 – “A Story of Christmas: told by two people who were there”, 
multi-generational Christmas program 
December 20 – “Love Came Down at Christmas” – 1 John 4:7-12 
December 24 - “The Light Shines in the Darkness” – Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
1st Sunday after Christmas 
December 27 – “Unbridled Joy” – Psalm 148  
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SERMON SERIES  
 
“Who Is This Man”  
January 3, 2016  to  February 7, 2016  
 
He shaped Western civilization and changed the course of history. Two 
billion people claim to follow him. But what do you really know about Jesus 
Christ? Join us beginning January 3, as we strip away layers of perception 
and misperception, and get to know Jesus as he was seen by his early 
biographer – Luke. Luke’s account of Jesus’ life was based upon 
eyewitness accounts of those who actually knew Jesus when he walked on 
this earth. You may be surprised by the portrait of Jesus that emerges as 
we seek to answer the question, “Who Is This Man?” 
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Finance and Stewardship  
Caring for God’s money in the church 

Through October 
2015 

Budget 
Income 

Budget 
 Expenses 

Paid 
Apportionments 

2015 $130,964.31 $137,123.21 4.5 months 

2014 $126,462.91 $136,963.69 5 months 

Percentage of 2015 year gone is 83.3% (10/12) 
 
Percentage of income received towards budget is 69% 
($130,964.31/$189,639.00) 

THANK-YOU for your continued financial support for the work of our 
church.  Your generous gifts are most appreciated and appropriate for 
the upcoming Christmas season!   
 
A heartfelt THANK-YOU to all who submitted a 2016 Commitment Card 
for our “Enough” stewardship campaign.  Forty-five people/households 
chose to pledge and submitted a Commitment Card.  Their giving will 
cover nearly 49% of our 2016 budget.   
 
A celebratory brunch was enjoyed after worship on November 15 to 
mark the consecration of our pledges.  Over 50 pledgers enjoyed a 
delicious meal and conversation!  It is not too late to participate. 
Estimate of Giving cards with your commitment are always accepted and 
you can update/change your commitment at any time.   
 
Based on our past history of year-end giving, we are hoping that the 
congregation will once again step forward this year with strong end-of-
year gifting.  Your offerings are most appreciated whether pledged or not 
and for whatever amount is most comfortable for you.   
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!  

Notice: 
January 2016 newsletter will be 
collated and sent out the first 
week of January, 2016 All articles 
and notes still need to be 
submitted  to the office by 
December 20. Thank you 

Financial reports will be given 
at the Church Council 

meeting, December 14, 7 p.m. 

Take the lead with your health! 
Better Choices Better Health—
classes held at the Tama County ISU 
Extension and Outreach in Toledo 
January 6-February 10. See more 
information on the bulletin by the 
office. 
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 December 2015
Sun Mon Tue Wed

Church Council 
Minutes: TBD 
Devotions: Reta Callahan 
 
Trustee of the Month 
TBD 

Altar Guild: 
Sherry Lyons 
Tech 
Sound: Reta Callahan 
Presentation: Liz Wilson 
Video: Will Brandt 

1 
 
7 p.m. SPRC 

2 
 
9 a.m. 12 p.m. Office open
 
7 p.m. Choir

6 
9 a.m.  Worship 
Refreshments and treats—

All invited 
10:10 a.m. Deep Blue 

Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Missions 
meeting 
 

7    
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Office open 
 
10:30 a.m. staff meeting 
 
9 a.m. Rebekah Circle at  
 KE Black 
 

 

8 
 
 
 
 

9 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Office open
 
 
7 p.m. Choir

13 

9 a.m.  Worship—
Christmas Program 

Refreshments and treats—
All invited 

10:10 a.m. Deep Blue 
Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Trustees 
meeting 

14 
 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Office open 
 
10:30 a.m. staff meeting 
 
7 p.m. Church Council 

15 
 
12:00 p.m. Rebekah Circle 

@ church for potluck 
 
 
 

16 

 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Office open
 
7 p.m. Choir
 
 

20 

9 a.m.  Worship 
Refreshments and treats—

All invited 
10:10 a.m. Deep Blue 

Sunday School 
10:30 Union Carolers sing 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE 

21 
 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Office open 
 
10:30 a.m. staff meeting 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Office open

 
7 p.m. Choir

 
 

27 

9 a.m.  Worship 
Refreshments and treats—

All invited 
10:10 a.m. Deep Blue 

Sunday School 
4-6 p.m. Christmas Open 

House at the Parsonage 
All are welcome! 

28 

 
 
 
 
 

29 

 
 

30 

 
 
 

 
 

Channel 1 broadcast of worship service:  
Mondays 9 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.  
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December 2015 
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

9 a.m. 12 p.m. Office open 

7 p.m. Choir 

3 
 

10:30  a.m. Bible study by 
the fireplace 

 
1-4  p.m. Office open 

4 
 

Pastor Linda’s day off 

5 
 
7 a.m. Men’s Bible 

Study 

12 p.m. Office open 

7 p.m. Choir 

10 
 

10:30  a.m. Bible study by 
the fireplace 

1-4  p.m. Office open 
Adopt a Family wrapped 

gifts due 
 

 

11 
 

Pastor Linda’s day off 
 
 

12 
 

 

12 p.m. Office open 

7 p.m. Choir 

17 
 

10:30 a.m.  Bible study by 
the fireplace 

 

1-4  p.m. Office open 
7 p.m. Lydia Circle @   

Mary Jo Kavalier 
 

18 
 

Pastor Linda’s day off 

19 
 

 
 
 
 

12 p.m. Office open 

7 p.m. Choir 

24  
 

Reta out of the office 
 
 
6 p.m. Christmas Eve 

Service 
 

25 
Merry Christmas 

 

Office closed 
 
 
 

26 

 
 
 
 
 

31 
 

New Year’s Eve 
 
 

1 
 

New Year’s Day 
 

Office closed 

2 
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Reta on vacation until January 4, 2016 


