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Dysart United Methodist Church Volume 22, Issue 2 

The Focus    February 2014 

 
Share God’s love…. 

...bring a friend to worship Sunday 
 9 a.m.    Worship, Message: “The Heart of the Matter” 

10:10 a.m.   Activities for children, youth and adults  

  Sunday School for All Ages 

11:15 a.m.  Pizza, cookies, beverage and entertainment 

Fill Your Heart with 
Love and Friendship 

 

February 16, 2014 
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Be Empowered 
Contemplations from our pastor, Rev. Linda M. Butler 

“Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of one 
heart, though we are not of one opinion? ...If it be, give me thy hand." I do 
not mean, "Be of my opinion." You need not: I do not expect or desire it.... 
Let all opinions alone on one side and the other: only "give me thine hand."  
John Wesley  founder of Methodism to Philip Otterbein, founder of United 
Brethren 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

On Sunday, February 16, our church is hosting a “Bring a Friend 
Sunday.”  It is your opportunity to invite a friend, a 
neighbor, a relative, or an acquaintance to join you 
in worship and/or Sunday School.  
 
Hospitality has its rewards! 
 
If you invite them, they will come! 
 
It’s a simple concept that works. How often does a friend tell you that s/
he has been waiting for an invitation to your home? In your mind, this 
person may not need an invitation. You have been to your friend’s home 
often enough. But that person feels the need for an invitation to yours. 
 
Your friends may know what church you attend, and may have heard 
exciting things about what our church is doing, but they still need you to 
extend an invitation. 
 
Research suggest that three out of four people attend a church for the 
first time because they were invited. However, less than two percent of 
church members will ever invite someone to church. That means there is 
an abundance of people simply waiting for an invitation...from you.  
 
We have a warm and inviting church and much love to share.  Use this 
Bring a Friend Sunday to showcase the mission of our church and to 
build relationships. 
 
In the center of the newsletter are two invitations that you can give to 
your friends. More are available in the basket outside the church office. 
Churches grow when members extend personal invitations.  
 
Bring a friend… share God’s love! 
Blessings! 

God is Love 

Page 2 15 

 

The worship theme and sermon are 
based on the scripture in bold. 

Worship             
The gifts of God from the  

people of God 
The Sermon on the Mount 

Sermon series in February 

For the next four weeks we will focus on a collection of Jesus’ sayings known 
as the Sermon on the Mount. Many view Matthew 5-7 as Jesus’ greatest 
sermon and his definitive teachings, opening our eyes to God’s reality and 
transforming love. These passages invite us to see God’s love in a new light, 
bend our  understanding of the world around us, and take more seriously our 

Sunday, February 2 

4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Communion Sunday 

Scriptures: Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15, 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31,  

Matthew 5:1-12 

Message : Awakening to God’s Re-

ality and Love 

Sunday, February 9 

5th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Scriptures: Isaiah 58:1-12, Psalm 

112:1-10, 1 Corinthians 2:1-16, 

Matthew 5:13-20 

Message:  Let Your Light Shine 

 

Sunday, February 16 

“Bring a Friend” Sunday  

6th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Scriptures: Deuteronomy 30:15-20, 

Psalm 119:1-8, 1 Corinthians 3:1-9, 

Matthew 5:21-37 

Message: The Heart of the Matter 

Sunday, February  23 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 

Psalm-40 

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 

Matthew 5:38-48 

Message: Love Disarms 

Ushers and Greeters  

for February 

February 2   

Kent & Joyce Folsom 

Al & Ruth Schafbuch 

 

February 9  

Paul & Catharine Wieck 

Ron & Debi Miller 

 

February 16 

Thelma Brandt & Phyllis Brandt 

Kendall & Marcia Taylor 

 

February 23 

Rich & Arlene Pippert 

Mary Jo & Rodney Kavalier 
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 Missions & Outreach 
 Serving in Christ’s name 

Church World Service  
Blanket Sunday  

We will take a special offering for blankets 

on Sunday, February 23, 2014.

  
When you give $5.00 it will buy a blanket 
for a refugee or someone that was in a 
disaster. 
For over 60 years, CWS has worked in 
partnership with local communities to 
identify their needs and access the 
resources they need to build the 
foundation for a more viable future, 
including: 

 Blankets, tents, food and other 
emergency supplies in the wake of a 
disaster 

 Tools and seeds for refugees 
returning home to replant their fields 

 Wells for families living in drought 
prone areas to provide clean, safe 
water to drink and to irrigate crops 
and gardens 

 Basket Auction & Brownie 

Sundae  

 

On Sunday, March 23 , the Mission 

Committee will host the Fellowship 

time following worship. We would 

like to invite everyone to come and 

fellowship with us, and enjoy a 

brownie sundae with homemade 

ice cream. This is our way of saying 

“THANK YOU” to everyone for all 

you’re mission support throughout 

the year.  

We will be holding our Annual 

Basket Auction that Sunday as well 

and this year theme is “Think 

Spring”. We would like to invite you 

to browse through the baskets that 

are donated. This is a silent auction, 

and the bidding will end at 11:20 

a.m.    Mark your calendars! All 

proceeds from the Auction will go 

towards our 2014 mission projects! 

Blessings, 

Missionary Support - We have covenanted to 

support Larry and Jane Kies as our United Methodist 

missionaries in 2014.  Our commitment support will 

be $1,572.00. Larry is the Technical Advisor to the 

Africa University Farm at Mutare, Zimbabwe, and 

Jane teaches Intensive English to students from non-

English countries at Africa University also in Mutare. 

Mission Committee will 
meet Sunday,  
February 2nd at  
10:30 a.m. 
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Staff Parish Relations Committee    
Connecting the Pastor, Staff, and Congregation  

We are excited to announce we have hired 
Reta Callahan as our new Administrative  
Assistant.  
 

Reta brings many skills to this position 
having taught business classes for thirty 
years, The classes she taught included 
Accounting, Business law, Office 
Procedures. Computer. She also 
supervised the yearbook and the school’s 
web pages. The last four years at Union 
High School, Reta was the guidance 
counselor. 
 
After retiring from teaching and counseling 
a total of 35 years, Reta is busy keeping 
financial records for the Dysart Cemetery 
Board, keeping financial records for the 
Wolf Creek Players, and is treasurer of the 
Fine Arts Women’s Club. Reta is also a 
member of Lydia Circle.  
 

Reta said, "I really enjoy the work and will 
do the best job I can for the church family." 
Thank you, Reta!  
 

Office Hours 
From now through May , Reta’s 
office hours will be Monday 9 am 
to 12 and  Thursday , 4:30-pm to 
6:30 pm with some exceptions.  
Reta usually stops every after-
noon from 5:30-6:30 (weather 
permitting) to pick up mail and  
check messages. The rest of 
time she works from home as 
needed. She will keep everyone 
informed through worship bulle-
tins and newsletters of any 
changes to the work schedule. 

Trustees 
Managing the Resources of the Congregation 

The Trustees held their first meeting of 2014 and 

organized by electing Don Schuchart,  chairperson,  Ron 

Charmichael, vice chairperson; and Mary Monroe as 

secretary.  

Thank you Don, Mary, and Ron for serving in 2014 . A big 

thanks to Craig Clark who had been chairperson in 2013.  

Trustee  of the 

Month in February 

Craig Clark 

Welcome Our New Administrative  
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Iowa Conference News  

The latest on Iowa UMC camps 

and retreats 

 Preparations for the 2014 camp season 

are in full swing. Consider being part of 

our summer ministry team. If you're an 

older high school student, in college or 

just out of college and want to try 

something new, get in touch with us. We 

would love to share more about these 

special ministry opportunities. .   

Lake Okoboji Camp and  

Retreat Center 

Looking for a summer job that gives you 

plenty of time outdoors, great fun with 

friends and an opportunity to impact the 

lives of children and youth? Apply for a 

summer position at the Lake Okoboji 

U.M. Camp! If you are 18 years old or 

older and want to have the best summer 

of your life by the lake, we want to talk to 

you! Staff positions are available in areas 

of cabin leadership, activity leaders, 

kitchen and maintenance help. All 

seasonal staff receive room, board and 

certifications too! Weekly Junior Staff 

positions are available for any youth over 

the age of 16. Applications are available 

online atwww.okobojicamp.com, or 

email bryan@okobojicamp.comadditional 

information. 

Pictured Rock’s Camp and  
Retreat Center 

Do you want to encounter God, change 
lives, be a part of an incredible 
community and gain some new skills this 

summer? If so, we hope you will consider 
joining the Pictured Rocks Family. We are  
looking for individuals to be counselors, 
support staff, and an assistant cook in 
2014. Some positions are available for 
individuals 16 and older, but most are 
available for those 18 and older. Check out 
the Summer Camp section of our website 
www.picturedrocks.org) for a lot more 
information on job descriptions, salary 
information, a summer overview and much 
more.  
 
Wesley Woods Camp and Retreat 
Center 
Wesley Woods Camp and Retreat Center is 
now hiring staff for summer 2014. All staff 
are camp counselors and rotate through 
other positions including food service, 
lifeguard, horse wrangler, maintenance 
and more. Staff will receive a contract and 
room/board for the summer. Staff training 
starts the last week of May and summer 
contract ends second week of August. You 
can find more information and the link to 
online applications 
at  www.WesleyWoodsIowa.org  under the 
summer section and the employment page. 
This is a great opportunity for individuals 
looking to build a resume and work 
experience in a human service related 
field.  Staffs are encouraged to share their 
own faith experiences as they encourage 
campers to ask questions and begin to 
grow their own faith. If you have 
questions or would like a brochure with 
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As we start a new year, the work of our church continues. To support that ministry, 

your generous and thoughtful financial gifts are most needed and appreciated. 

Jim Pippert, Chairperson of Finance 
  

Income and expense summary through January 20, 2014.   

One month of apportionment has been paid.   

2014 Income: $5,795.43 

2014 Expenses: $11,324.70 

 

Income and expense summary through January 20, 

2013.   

One month of apportionment was paid. 

2013 Income: $7,898.60 

2013 Expenses: $10,991.15 

  

Percentage of year gone is 5.8%    (3/52) 

Percentage of income received against budget is 3.1%    

($5,795.43/$184,381.00) 

 

Note: Farmers have a wonderful program in which they can donate to the 

church.   Grain from the prior year can be placed in the church’s name, 

which is a tax benefit to the donor.  At the time of the transfer to the church, 

the grain becomes the churches but the farmer was allowed to claim 

expenses related to the planting and harvesting of the prior year 

grain.  Since the grain is now the churches, a tax donation is not taken by 

the donor for the grain. Therefore, entries on the contribution statement will 

be listed in the farmers name if shown on the check stub from the elevator 

but will not be marked as a tax deduction. 

Birthdays 
 

1 Marvin Pippert, Laura Wilson 

2 Brittany Ecklund 

3 Mae Fletcher, Harold Walton, Jessica 

Dunlap 

4 Jeremiah Moore 

5 Jenni Kugel 

7 Steve Hix, Weston Dunlap 

8 Brandi Harmsen, Mark Monroe 

9 Nancy Gardner, Warren Wagner, Connie 

Miner, Vada Elliott, Clayton Kokesh, 

Brooke Sanford 

10 Kasey Goddard, Noah Dobson 

11 Julie Dunlap, Bobbie Dostart, Maxine 

Briggs 

12 Kim Hilmer 

13  Phyllis Brandt, Craig Dunlap 

14 Howard Pippert 

17 Rex Raub, Don Schuchart 

18 Matt Heitmann 

19 Annette Petersen, Alicia Aldrich 

20 Julie Sanford 

21 Terri Brandt 

23 Johnathan Hansen 

24 Lori Hilmer, Neil Petersen 

25 Ed Felts 

28 Andrea Burhenn 

Anniversaries 

4       Bill and Joan Barnes 

16 Harold and Cleo Langbehn 

25 Roger and Vicky Huebner 

 Jon and Suzanne Winkelpleck  

 

27 Pete and Beth LaFrentz 

 

Contact information: 

Church Phone    

319-476-2750 

Parsonage Phone   

319-476-4175 

Pastor’s cellphone 

515-778-7498 

Web Site  

Www.dysartumc.org 

Office email dysar-

tum@fctc.coop 

Pastor: Rev. Linda Butler , pas-

torlindabutler@gmail.com 

Like us on facebook! 

 

Celebrations in February 
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Finance and stewardship  

Caring for God’s money in the church 

As we start a new year, the work of our church continues. To support that ministry, 

your generous and thoughtful financial gifts are most needed and appreciated. 

Jim Pippert, Chairperson of Finance 
  

Income and expense summary through January 20, 2014.   

One month of apportionment has been paid.   

2014 Income: $5,795.43 

2014 Expenses: $11,324.70 

 

Income and expense summary through January 20, 

2013.   

One month of apportionment was paid. 

2013 Income: $7,898.60 

2013 Expenses: $10,991.15 

  

Percentage of year gone is 5.8%    (3/52) 

Percentage of income received against budget is 3.1%    

($5,795.43/$184,381.00) 

 

Note: Farmers have a wonderful program in which they can donate to the 

church.   Grain from the prior year can be placed in the church’s name, 

which is a tax benefit to the donor.  At the time of the transfer to the church, 

the grain becomes the churches but the farmer was allowed to claim 

expenses related to the planting and harvesting of the prior year 

grain.  Since the grain is now the churches, a tax donation is not taken by 

the donor for the grain. Therefore, entries on the contribution statement will 

be listed in the farmers name if shown on the check stub from the elevator 

but will not be marked as a tax deduction. 

If you have not pick up 

contribution envelopes for 

2014, you still can. Contact 

Reta at the church office. 

Money Counters for February 

 

Jeff Knupp 

Ben Hach 

Marcia Knupp, Alternate  
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A Thank You from UMCOR 
(United Methodist Committee on 
Relief) 

Thank you for your gift received 
on 2/17/13 of $1,572 to the 
General Board of Global 
Ministries. We are lased to share 
that 100 percent of your 
contribution will support the 
missionary community in honor 
or Lawrence Kies. United 
Methodist missionaries serve in 
more than 60 countries around 
the world. With your gift and 
prayers, you are providing health 
care in remote areas and working 
in sustainable agriculture and 
community development. 

Give Thanks… 

Church Council, 

Thank you for the generous gift of 

Dysart $$$. I can’t wait to use them 

for something great w/in Dysart. 

Probably at Sassy’s. Have a great 

New Year!! 

Warmest regards, 

Deb 

P.S. Love my time with the choir 

 

Church Council, 

   Thank you for the gift of Dysart 

dollars you gave me at Christmas 

time. I shall enjoy using them. 

   It is a privilege to play for the 

church and to serve the Lord by 

providing music for the 

congregation. 

   May you all enjoy the blessings of 

the New Year. 

 Sincerely, 

 Marilyn Mehlhaus 

 

Thank you for the Dysart dollars. 

The tasks I do for the church are 

always fun and interesting. 

Your thoughtfulness was very much 

appreciated. 

Reta Callahan 

 

Thank you for the Dysart Dollars! I 

enjoy working on getting the 

newsletter in the mail each month. 

Love to all, 

Nancy Thiele  
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Nominations and Leadership Development  

Empowering Spiritual Leaders for the Mission of the Church 

Leadership Orientation Sunday, 

March 2, 11:30 am 

Deb Oliver and Pastor Linda will 

facilitate a training session based 

on “The Guidelines for Leading 

Your Congregation,”  

 Purposes 

This workshop is designed to help 

local church leaders  

1) become acquainted with the 

Guideline supporting their 

particular area of ministry and  

2) understand the basic 

responsibility and interconnection 

of all the ministry areas. Time 

frame : 2.5 hours including lunch 

 

This is for all committee 

members, team members, 

worship leaders, and chairs of 

committees.  

 

Christian Education 
Children, youth, and adults—planning for lifelong faith formation 

UMYF Update 

On December  18 the high school youth went to 
the hospital to give toys to the children for 
Christmas. We visited a little girl in the 
pediatrics unit then proceeded to rehab where 
we met with two others. All children received 
gifts and were very happy. The youth group 
would like to thank all of you for the toy 
donations and the money donations. Good 
bless you.  
 

We are planning on going to Des Moines for 
Acquire the Fire on Feb. 21 & 22. It’s a huge 
event that is geared toward our high school age 
youth. This is, at least, our 11th straight year of 
attending. Look it up on line if you need 
additional description. The kids are always 
excited to attend! We have 12 prepaid tickets. 
We will be staying at the church where Linda & 
Jerry Kielsmeier worship, New Hope U.M.C. 

The Education Committee is 
pleased to welcome Jim Davis as 
our newest teacher.  Jim is 
teaching the Middle School class 
with assistance from Terri 
Ecklund.  We thank Jim for his 
commitment to the youth of our 
church. 
  
 Camp Catalogs are now available.   
Camps are available for ages 4 to 
99+.  Contact Dori Dvorak   
darddc@fctc.coop  for more 
information. 
 
The next meeting of the Christian 
Education Committee will be 
Sunday,  
February 2, 2014 immediately after 
Sunday School. 
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Church Council Minutes—continued 

Trustees – Ron Carmichael – Didn’t meet 

last week due to weather.  Leak in the 

sanctuary caused by an ice dam, gutters 

heater unplugged.  Complaints have come 

in about people parking behind the church, 

will post “No Parking” signs.  There is a 

problem with the fireplace at the 

parsonage.  The church boiler has been 

repaired. 
 

UMW – Becky Lassen – Didn’t meet 

because of weather. Working on 2014 

booklet. 
 

Youth – Pastor Linda – Focus on 

Confirmation , need to discuss what to do 

with the 6th grade who aren’t involved in 

confirmation – for Christian Education.   

Tom Brandt – will meet Wednesday.   

Haven’t pushed pizza sales, will continue 

sales.  Went to Covenant on December 

18th, bought gifts for kids.  Helped with 

Adopt a Family on December 14th at Food 

Pantry in Traer.  “Acquire the Fire” is 

February 21 & 22, have 12 tickets.  Will 

meet regularly in January and February 

preparing for Lent. 
 

Old Business  

 Altar Guild cleaned the altar and all the 

brass. 

Don Schuchart has volunteered to take 

over the duties of Treasurer while Debi is 

gone in March. Motion by Becky Lassen 

second by John Thiele to make Don 

Schuchart Treasurer for the month of 

March. Motion passed on a voice vote no 

dissent. 
 

Christmas Eve Service report by Pastor 

Linda – 177 at 1st service 78 at 2nd service.  

Discussion about services.  Consensus is 

that services worked well and to continue 

offering two Christmas Eve services. 

Priorities – Bring a Friend Sundays – Committee 

still working on plan. 

 

New Business 

Pastor Linda discussed Mission Trip to Holy 

Land October 11-25, 2014. $3500 all inclusive. 

Need more “likes” on Facebook. 

Lent/ Easter Discussion –  

Good Friday Service led by the Senior YF.   

Sunrise Service led by Middle School Youth.  

Breakfast by Sr YF.  Ash Wednesday will be at 

own church.  Alternate services with Zion 

Lutheran and Geneseo UM.  March 12 & April 2 

at Zion, March 19 & April 9 at DUMC , March 26 

at Geneseo UM.  Becky Lassen will line up soup 

suppers. 

 

“Thank Yous” from Nancy Thiele, Reta Callahan, 

Marilyn Mehlhaus, Deb Oliver were read. 

Benediction by Pastor Linda Butler. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm 

 

Schedule for Note taking and   

Northeast District News  

2014 DAY OF RETREAT 

WITH THE DS  
New Hartford United Methodist 

Church will be the site for the 2014 

Day of Retreat with  our district 

superintendent, Jackie Bradford.  

 

“Cycles of Grace” will be our 

focus as we come together to 

renew our winter worn spirits by  

connecting with God and others. 

Give yourself a gift of grace…

Saturday, March 8, beginning at 

10 a.m. and finishing by 2 p.m. 

Lunch will be provided for a free 

will offering. Gather with laity from  

across the NE District to explore 

the gift of God’s grace in the life of 

maturing discipleship. 

 

2014 NE District Asking Parish 

Development Grant  

The deadline is April 1, 2014. The 

Northeast District Parish 

Development Committee will 

review the applications  and the 

approved applicants will be notified 

by the committee. Checks will be 

handed out  

at the 2014 Northeast District 

Conference. The application is 

posted on the NE District page on 

the  

Conference website http://

www.iaumc.org/forms/

detail/317.  

 

Youth Leadership Event  

February 22, 2014  
 

Speaker: Tiger McLuen of Youth 

Leadership, St. Paul, MN  

Topic: Energize Youth and 

Volunteers to be Part of the Youth 

Group  

Location: Kimball Avenue UMC, 

1207 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 

50702  

Time: 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. (One 

hour lunch at noon is on your own. 

There are several eating  

spots near the church.)  

Who Should Attend: youth 

Cottage Meetings 
 

An informal gathering for the 
congregation to get to know Pastor Linda 
better and Pastor Linda  get to know the 
congregation better. 
 

Sunday, February 9  3-4 p.m. 
Marilyn Mehlhaus, 801 Main Street 
476-3905 
 

Sunday, February 16 3-4 p.m. 
Lorraine Stueck, 614 West Street 
476-4955 
 

Sunday, February 123 3-4 p.m. 
Vicki & Rich Behrens, 601 West Street 
476-3523 
 

Sunday, February 123 3-4 p.m. 
Joyce & Kent Folsom, 607 Jefferson 
476-5993 

mailto:darddc@fctc.coop
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Church Council Minutes—continued 

Trustees – Ron Carmichael – Didn’t meet 

last week due to weather.  Leak in the 

sanctuary caused by an ice dam, gutters 

heater unplugged.  Complaints have come 

in about people parking behind the church, 

will post “No Parking” signs.  There is a 

problem with the fireplace at the 

parsonage.  The church boiler has been 

repaired. 
 

UMW – Becky Lassen – Didn’t meet 

because of weather. Working on 2014 

booklet. 
 

Youth – Pastor Linda – Focus on 

Confirmation , need to discuss what to do 

with the 6th grade who aren’t involved in 

confirmation – for Christian Education.   

Tom Brandt – will meet Wednesday.   

Haven’t pushed pizza sales, will continue 

sales.  Went to Covenant on December 

18th, bought gifts for kids.  Helped with 

Adopt a Family on December 14th at Food 

Pantry in Traer.  “Acquire the Fire” is 

February 21 & 22, have 12 tickets.  Will 

meet regularly in January and February 

preparing for Lent. 
 

Old Business  

 Altar Guild cleaned the altar and all the 

brass. 

Don Schuchart has volunteered to take 

over the duties of Treasurer while Debi is 

gone in March. Motion by Becky Lassen 

second by John Thiele to make Don 

Schuchart Treasurer for the month of 

March. Motion passed on a voice vote no 

dissent. 
 

Christmas Eve Service report by Pastor 

Linda – 177 at 1st service 78 at 2nd service.  

Discussion about services.  Consensus is 

that services worked well and to continue 

offering two Christmas Eve services. 

Priorities – Bring a Friend Sundays – Committee 

still working on plan. 

 

New Business 

Pastor Linda discussed Mission Trip to Holy 

Land October 11-25, 2014. $3500 all inclusive. 

Need more “likes” on Facebook. 

Lent/ Easter Discussion –  

Good Friday Service led by the Senior YF.   

Sunrise Service led by Middle School Youth.  

Breakfast by Sr YF.  Ash Wednesday will be at 

own church.  Alternate services with Zion 

Lutheran and Geneseo UM.  March 12 & April 2 

at Zion, March 19 & April 9 at DUMC , March 26 

at Geneseo UM.  Becky Lassen will line up soup 

suppers. 

 

“Thank Yous” from Nancy Thiele, Reta Callahan, 

Marilyn Mehlhaus, Deb Oliver were read. 

Benediction by Pastor Linda Butler. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm 

 

Schedule for Note taking and   

Date Taking 

Minutes 

Leading Devo-

tions/prayer 

Feb. 10 Tom Brandt Debi Miller 

Mar. 10 Don Lyons Becky Lassen 

Apr. 14 Joyce Folsom John Thiele 

May 12 Nancy Thiele Kent Folsom 

Jun. 9 John Thiele  

Open House at the parsonage. 
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Dysart United Methodist Church Council 
Minutes 

January 13, 2013 
 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson 
Rodney Kavalier at 7 pm 
Present: Rodney Kavalier, Kent Folsom, John 
Thiele, Nancy Thiele, Joyce Folsom, Don Lyons, 
Becky Lassen, Debi Miller, Ron Carmichael, 
Tom Brandt, Pastor Linda Butler. 
 

Open with Prayer/Scripture by Pastor Linda, 
Isaiah 49:1-7. 
  

Dori Rammelsberg- Dvorak volunteered to be 
recording secretary for the meeting. 
A sign-up sheet was passed around to 
volunteer to be recording secretary and to do 
the opening prayer for future meetings. 
 

Motion by Becky Lassen, second by Debi Miller 
to approve the revised agenda.  Motion passed 
on a voice vote, no dissent. 
Treasurer’s Report by Debi Miller – see 
summary (hard copy in the office). 
Pastor’s Report  by Pastor Linda Butler – see 
written report (hard copy available in office) 

Confirmation Class time changes for 
January 22, 2014 to facilitate taking 
confirmation class to see Nadia Bolz-
Weber in Cedar Falls.  Parsonage open 
house tentatively scheduled for December 
27, 2014. 

 
Committee Reports 

Communion – Debi Miller – Trained new 
members of the communion committee. 
Leaning toward communion at the altar.  
Holy Week service discussion.  Decided on 
Maundy Thursday Communion Service. 
  
Christian Education – Dori Dvorak – Jim 
Davis has agreed to lead the Middle 
School Class with assistance from Terri 
Ecklund.  High School class has not been 
meeting. Dori will talk to Jenni Kugel.  The 
next meeting of Christian Education will 
be immediately after Sunday school on 
Sunday, February 2, 2014. 
 
Finance – Debi Miller for Jim Pippert – 
Working on Training for the new Finance 
Committee members 

 
Lay Leadership – John Thiele – Leadership 
Training will be March 2, 2014, led by 
Pastor Linda & Deb Oliver.  “Circles of 
Grace” will be March 8, 2014 in New 
Hartford. 
 

Nominations & Leadership Development 
Pastor Linda Butler  - Training is March 2, 
2014 led by Deb Oliver & Pastor Linda. 

 
Memorial – Kent Folsom – Will be having 
a meeting later this month. 
 
Missions – Becky Lassen – Planned 

calendar of events through March.  

Blanket Sunday will be February 23, 2014.  

Pastor Linda indicated that for 2015 

Missions needs a budget for supplies, etc.  

Will continue to support Larry and Jane 

Kies.  Christmas Eve service offering $978 

– half to Women at the Well , half to NE 

Iowa Food Pantry.  Will focus on Rainbow 

Covenant and staying within United 

Methodist Programs—Advance Specials. 

 

SPRC  - Joyce Folsom – We welcome Janet 
Wilson as a new member to the committee. 
We affirmed Pastor Linda for her good work 
since arriving last summer. We thanked her for 
taking on added responsibilities the past few 
months in the office. 
SPRC responsibilities were reviewed. If 
someone expresses a concern to us, encourage 
him/her to speak directly to the person 
involved. Read Matthew 18:15-17 about 
communication. We also spoke  of the need  
for confidentiality for members of SPRC. 
After interviewing three candidates, we have 
hired Reta Callahan as our new administrative 
assistant. We feel she is a good match for the 
position. She will be working flex hours 15-20 
hours per week. She will be in the office 9-12 
on Monday morning and 4:30 to 6:30 on 
Thursday afternoon. Emails and phone 
messages will be accessed from home. 
As per our Employee Handbook, we will have  a 
90-day orientation period during this time we 
will make sure the Pastor’s needs and the 
needs of the church are being met. 
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February 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Trustee of the Month 

Craig Clark 

Money Counters: 

Jeff Knupp 

Ben Hach 

Marcia Knupp, Alt. 

    1  

7 am Men’s Study 
group 

2 9 am Worship 
Communion 
10:10 Sunday School for all 

ages 
10:30 Mission Mtg. 
11:15 Pastor Linda leading 

worship at Sunnycrest 

3  
9-12 Reta in office 

 

Pastor Linda at Continu-

ing Ed in Omaha 

4 

 
Pastor Linda at Continu-

ing Ed in Omaha 

 

5 

 
Pastor Linda at Continu-

ing Ed in Omaha 

6  
8:15-12:30 pm Pastor at 

DCOM at Kimball Ave 
UMC 

2 p.m. Bible Study 
4:30-6:30 Reta in office 

7  
Pastor’s day off 

8 

9  9 am Worship 

10:10 Sunday School for all 
ages 

11:15 Christian Ed mtg 
11:15 am Pastor leading 

worship at Sunnycrest 
3-4 pm Cottage Meeting at 

Marilyn Mehlhaus 

10  
9-12 Reta in office 

 

7 pm Church Council 

11 
Pastor planning session 

for school for lay minis-

try 

12 
5-7 pm Confirmation 

13 
10 am Bible Study 

4:30-6:30 Reta in office 

14  
Pastor’s day off 

15 

16 BRING A FRIEND TO 

CHURCH 
9 am Worship 
10:10 Sunday School  
3-4 pm Cottage Meeting at  

Lorraine Stueck 

17  
9-12 Reta in office 

18 
10:30 am Communion at 

Sunnycrest 

1:30 pm Rebecca Circle at 

church 

19 
5-7 pm Confirmation 

20 
10 am Bible Study 

4:30-6:30 Reta in office 

7 pm Lydia Circle 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DUE 

21  
Pastor’s day off 

22 

23  

Blanket Sunday 
9 am Worship 
10:10 Sunday School  
11:15 Pastor worship at 

Sunnycrest 
3-4 pm Cottage Meeting at 

Vicki & Rich Behrens 

24  
Reta out of office 

25  
9-12 Reta in office 

26 
5-7 pm Confirmation 

27 
10-3 Pastor at Clergy 

Day Apart 

4:30-6:30 Reta in office 

COLLATE NEWSLETTER 

28  
Pastor’s day off 
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