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 You are encouraged      
to read the scriptures 
before you come to 
worship as part of your 
spiritual discipline and 
preparation for worship.  
 
The worship theme and 
sermon are based on 

Worship Themes  for January 

Ushers and Greeters 

for January 

January 12   

Don & Kathy Schuchart 

Kendall & Marcia Taylor 

January 19  

Nathan, Stacie, Curtis & 

Corbin Jans 

Lorraine Stueck & Enid 

Young 

January 26 

Craig, Sarah, Molly, and 

Sadie Clark 

Jim Davis & _________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 26, 2014 

3rd Sunday after the 

Epiphany 

Call: A Challenge and a 

Gift 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 

9:1-4, Psalm 27:1, 4-9, 1 

Corinthians 1:10-18, 

Matthew 4:12-23 

Focus: To participate in the 

call to follow Jesus in 

extending God’s realm. Life 

Worship  
The gifts of God from the people of God 

January 12, 2014 

1st Sunday after the Epiphany 

Baptism of Jesus 

Blessing of leaders for ministry in 2014 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 

29, Acts 10:34-43, Matthew 3:13-17 

Focus: To clarify our sense of the leading 

of God’s Spirit. As we feel the splash of 

water on our flesh, we remember our 

salvation is worked out through our bodies, 

through the spiritual and physical.  

 

January 19, 2014 

2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

Human Relations Sunday (offering) 

Listen, God is Calling 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 49:1-7, 

Psalm 40:1-11, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, 

John 1:29-42 

Focus: To explore more deeply the call 

 

O Brother Jesus, who in your baptism  
left us a sign of your love and acceptance.  Grant 
we beseech you, so to honor your calling, that we 
may ever perceive our own preciousness in your 
eyes  and be moved to share the pain of those on 
the margins,  that we may in all of life promote the 
dignity and freedom of every human being.  
    In your Holy Name we pray. Amen. 

 
Can you remember your baptism? Are you 
able to put together the pieces of your 
baptism? If baptized as an infant, a memory 
probably comes, if at all, in the form of a 
preserved paper certificate and/or the 
testimony of a parent.  I was baptized as an 
infant on August 6, 1952. I don’t remember it 
exactly... 
 

If baptized as an adolescent, perhaps you did 
so at the conclusion of a confirmation class in 
the church. Maybe for you baptism's memory 
is fresh and new, happening only recently. For 
still others, baptism is yet to be, if at all.  
The water may have been sprinkled on your 
head out of a minister's hand or maybe poured 
out of a glass pitcher. Some were immersed, 
dunked under and then raised up out of the 
water.  I was blessed to baptize a teenager by 
immersion several years ago.  We began the 
Sunday worship in the sanctuary and then the 
whole congregation moved to a local bed and 
breakfast that had a pool. The Lay Leader, the 
teenager, and I went into the pool. After the 
baptism we had a potluck served around the 
pool. It was church!  
 
On Sunday, January 12 , we will remember our 
baptism.  As I pour the water into the baptismal 
font and say “remember your baptism and be 
grateful,” we remember our true identity- 
named and claimed children of God, loved, 
reconciled, and forgiven.  
 

Remember your baptism and be grateful! 

Be Empowered 
Contemplations from our pastor, Rev. Linda M. Butler 
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Operation Christmas Child  

Please continue to pray for all the shoe 
boxes we filled and sent out this 
Christmas season. A small gift for a 
child, from our hearts, packed with love 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Church World Service Blanket Sunday 
We will take a special offering for blankets 

on Sunday, February 23, 2014. When you 

give $10.00 it will buy a blanket for a 

refugee or someone that was in a disaster.

 

For over 60 years, CWS has worked in 

partnership with local communities to 

identify their needs and access the 

resources they need to build the foundation 

for a more viable future, including: 

 Blankets, tents, food and other 

emergency supplies in the wake of a 

disaster 

 Tools and seeds for refugees 

returning home to replant their fields 

 Wells for families living in drought 

prone areas to provide clean, safe 

water to drink and to irrigate crops 

and gardens 
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Missions & Outreach 
 Serving in Christ’s name 

  

Basket Auction – We will have 

our annual basket auction in 
March. No date has been set 
yet but we will keep you up-
dated in future newsletter 
articles and church bulletins. 
We have a theme for this years 
basket auction ,“Think Spring”. 

 
 

Next Missions meeting  Sunday, 
January 12, 2014 at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Blessings, 
 Becky Lassen 

Give Thanks…   

 

 Thank you! Adopt-a-Family  

Thank you, thank you!  Our family is 
going to have a fabulous Christmas, 
because someone cared enough to 
by that special gift! 

Christmas Eve Special Offering 

We supported two Missions this year 
with our offerings. Half will go to the 
Women At The Well (United 
Methodist Church) is located within 
the walls of the Iowa Correctional 
Institution for Women in Mitchellville 
and Northeast Tama County Food 
Pantry for personal care items. Each 
mission received $489.00  Thank 

you! 

I would like to THANK Carmen 
Caruso and Dori Dvorak for their 
work on missions the last three 
years. We are a busy committee and 
I appreciate all that you did for 
missions! 

The mission committee would like to 
thank everyone that supported 
missions throughout the 2013 year. 
Thank you very much!! 

Dear  SPRC and members of Dysart UMC, 
Thank you so much for the many ways you have welcomed me as your 
pastor these past six months!  I truly appreciate your support and the love 
you have for Jesus. 
 

This has been a wonderful Advent and Christmas season because you 
have created a welcoming  place for all to worship God . Thank you! 
 

And  thank you for the generous Christmas gift! It was a big surprise. 
Blessings, Pastor Linda 

Church Council, 

Thank you so much for the 

Dysart Dollars. I will buy 

something special with them. 
 

It is my joy to play and sing in 

and for the church. I am glad I 

can use my talent that way. 
 

I appreciate your 

thoughtfulness and support! 
 

Thanks again and have a 

wonderful  New Year. 
 

Sincerely, 

Human Relations Day 

Offering Sunday, January 19 

Dear UMW, 

Thank you so much for your 

generous Christmas gift! 

I will purchase something that 

reminds me of your generous 

heart for mission. 

Blessings! 
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 Iowa Conference News  

Youth Strike For Christ 

2014 

Youth Strike For Christ is a 
spiritual growth retreat for 7th 
- 12th grade youth. The 
weekend provides 
opportunities to enjoy 
awesome music and meet 
great friends while 
participating in hands-on 
mission and Bible study 
based around the year's 
theme: Hello My Name 
is. The weekend includes 
keynote speakers, Christian 
rock concerts, small group 
sessions and other unique 
ministries This year’s key 
note speaker is artist Kelly 
Croy. The headline band is 
Tricia Brock.  Praise band 
Inner Rain will perform as 
well. Scholarships are still 
available! Find out more at 
www.youthstrike.com http://
youthstrike.com. 

 
Imagine No Malaria 

Update 

We can celebrate that the 
death rate from malaria has 
declined. The World Health 
Organization recently issued 
new numbers showing that 
3.3 million lives have been 
saved since 2000. However, 
these latest statistics also 
show that 627,000 people 
died in 2012.  There is still 
work to be done. Five 

hundred-forty churches are now 
involved with Imagine No Malaria 
across the state of Iowa. As of mid-
December we had raised 
$1,646,123.60! This includes over 
$11,000 that was given on December 
3, Giving Tuesday, alone.  
 
Trinity UMC—Children and Family 
Urban Movement 
 
A teen-aged poet from Des Moines has 
been nurtured through the Children and 
Family Urban Movement (CFUM) in 
Des Moines. Recently featured in 
a January 3rd article in The Des 
Moines Register, Lorena San Elias 
said, “I enjoy writing poetry because it’s 
a different type of music.” 
The article celebrates a new book 
of poetry written by Ms. San Elias. “I 
hope to inspire more poets and 
younger poets to keep on writing.” She 
received support and 
encouragement herself from a noted 
poet in the area, Joyce Rupp. 
CFUM recently announced a name 
change from Children and Family 
Urban Ministries. The language reflects 
the movement “driven by the ideals of 
the worth and potential of each and of 
all, the abundance intended for each 
and for all, the draw of justice within 
and beyond us, the power in 
community.” CFUM remains a partner 
in ministry with its founding 
organization, Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Des Moines. 
“The mission of CFUM,” as noted on 
their  website ”is to create a community 
to support the potential of children, 
youth, and families through educational 

Leadership Orientation /Training Event   
 -for all committee members and chairpersons 

 

   date change   

    Sunday, March 2, 11:30 am 
    Deb Oliver and Pastor Linda will 

facilitate a training session based on “The Guidelines for Leading 

Your Congregation,”  

 Purposes 

This workshop is designed to help local church leaders  

1) become acquainted with the Guideline supporting their particular 

area of ministry and  

2) understand the basic responsibility and interconnection of all the 

ministry areas. Time frame : 2.5 hours including lunch 
 

UMW Conference Advocacy Day  

Our UMW Conference Advocacy Day is January 23rd at Wesley UMC 

in Des Moines. The aim of Advocacy Day is to provide (1) current 

information about the topics and how our state is/will be involved in them 

and (2) some knowledge, tools, and practice with state legislators so that 

you will be able to return to your area and share that learning and action 

with others. PLEASE COME TO ADVOCACY DAY WITH THE NAMES 

OF YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS (REPRESENTATVE AND 

SENATOR). These may be found on the Iowa Legislature website 

(www.legis.iowa.gov and highlight "Find your Legislator" or "Legislative 

District Maps"). If you can, find out what committees they will be serving 

on. I have always learned so much about topics, in the group discussion 

and meeting with my representatives that I know it will be a worth while 

day. If you would like to car pool meeting in  

Grundy Center please call me at 319-824-2076 or email 

rjpdaisy@gcmuni.net.  

http://www.youthstrike.com
https://nc.iaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fyouthstrike.com%2f&srcid=9146&srctid=1&erid=691892&trid=55085784-9131-4b3e-807c-c034fd932ca8
https://nc.iaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fyouthstrike.com%2f&srcid=9146&srctid=1&erid=691892&trid=55085784-9131-4b3e-807c-c034fd932ca8


2014 DAY OF RETREAT 
WITH THE DS  

New Hartford United Methodist 
Church will be the site for the 
2014 Day of Retreat with  our 
district superintendent, Jackie 
Bradford.  
 
“Cycles of Grace” will be our 
focus as we come together to 
renew our winter worn spirits by  
connecting with God and others. 
Give yourself a gift of grace…
Saturday, March 8, beginning at 
10 a.m. and finishing by 2 p.m. 
Lunch will be provided for a free 
will offering. Gather with laity 
from  across the NE District to 
explore the gift of God’s grace in 
the life of maturing discipleship. 
 
 

Message from DS Jackie:  
May God’s richest blessings be 
upon you and your ministries in 
2014. The New Year invites us to  
focus once more on our lives of 
discipleship and witness.  
Each week a story from the fall 
charge conference forms will be 
shared in the Weekly on  
Wednesday. May you be inspired 
to seek out and find the places of 
God’s work in and among you  
and your neighbors.  
Beginning in February I will follow 
up with the FOCUS PRIORITY 
you named at your local cluster  
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Christian Education 
Children, youth, and adults—planning for lifelong 
faith formation 

Northeast District News  

charge conference. Churches not in 
clusters are working on other goals I 
will follow. I look with  
anticipation and wonder at what God 
will be doing in our local churches, 
community, and world in  
this new year. God’s faithfulness is 
with us wherever the journey takes 
us. Blessings and much  
thanks for your leadership and 
witness.  
 

Our Focus Priority for 2014 
At our Charge Conference in November 
we chose to host 2 or 3 “Bring a Friend 
Sunday” events. 
The following people volunteered to 
keep this as our priority and to help 
make it happen.: 
Becky Lassen 
Debi Miller 
Reta Callahan 
 
Our DS and our field outreach minister, 
Jaymee Glenn-Burns, will be following 
up with our Lay Leader, John Thiele 
every so often to see how we are doing. 

 

We are blessed to have a 

number of gifted and caring 

adults that are leading our 

Sunday School. 

A leader for youth 13 and older 

is needed. Currently the 6th– 

8th are helping with the 

younger children. 

Grow– Proclaim—Serve helps 

children and youth—ages 3-12 

Grow in faith, Proclaim God’s 

love, and Serve in Jesus name.  

Themes –  

Winter 2013-2014 

Unit 1- The Birth of Jesus 

I celebrate the birth of Jesus.  
 

She gave birth to her firstborn 

child, a son, wrapped him snugly, 

and laid him in a manger. 

--Luke 2:7, CEB 
 

Unit 2—The Life of Jesus 

My faith in God grows as I grow.  
 

Jesus matured in wisdom and 

years, and in favor with God and 

with people.  

--Luke 2:52, CEB 
 

Unit 3 -Jesus’ Ministry 

I know that God sent Jesus to 

teach me how to live.  
 

We know that God has sent you to 

teach us. You could not work 

Confirmation Class  

Schedule and themes:  

January 22—Can it be proven that God 

exists?, Is God male? 

Supper provided by the Cartys 

Possible time change ( 3 pm to 5 pm) so 

that we can go on an optional field trip with 

parents to hear Nadia Bolz-Weber in  Cedar 

Falls. Nadia Bolz-Weber is a member of the 

team of writers for the Sparkhouse 

curriculum we are using for Confirmation 

January 29—How can God be “three-in-

one”? Does God still create today? 
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A most sincere and appreciative thanks is earned for our congregation 
for your kind, thoughtful, and generous monetary gifts this past year!   
Jim Pippert, Chairperson of Finance 
  

Income and Expense Summary for 2013 

Through December 31, 2013 

Income                                   $182,808.74 

  

Expense                                  $180,722.46 

  
  
   

Income and Expense Summary for 2012 

Through December 31, 2012 

Income                               $182,463.56 

  

Birthdays 
 
1  Sandra Schafbuch 
2  David Bottomly 
3  Irene Wieck 
4  Arlene Pippert, Taylor Gingrich 
5  Lori Flickinger 
7  Lon Flickinger, Reda Charmichael, 

 Sara McKinley, Ron Miller, 
 Vanessa Wieck, Billie Jans 

8  Taylor Kugel 
9  Deb Reed, Ann Hessenius 
10  Pat Jans, Ariel Steffen 
11  Jennifer O’Connor, Lee Goddard 
12  Ed Clouse, Tom Dvorak 
13   Cherub Vogeler 
16  Jody (Messer) Powers,  
  Nathan Jans, Kimble Gingrich 
17  Kenneth Ecklund 
18  Melanie Miller, Tanner Rodman 
19  David Santman 
22  Marjorie Foster, Alivia Harmsen 
23  Ervin Krug, Steve Pippert 
24  Kendall Taylor 
27  Janet Trunck, Johnny Sanford,  
  David Wieck 
28  Bruce Pippert 
29  Sheri Guillot 
31  Lindsay (Wilson) McFarlane, 

 Chase Wilson, Gage Wilson  

 
 

 
Finance and stewardship  

caring for God’s money in the church 
Celebrations in January 

Anniversaries 

7  Mike and Susan Griffin 

10  Chris and Donna Wilson 

12  Merlin and Marvyle Raub 

24  Don and Janice Lyons 

  Al and Ruth Schafbuch 

31     Galen and Jeanne Delfs 

 

 

Money Counters for 

January 

Marilyn Mehlhaus 

Jeff Knupp 

Imagine No Malaria—Net Loss/Net 

Gain: Lose a pound. Buy a net. Save a 

life.  

Improve health in your community and across 
the world in ONE FELL SWOOP!  
Inspired by some pastors who are getting 
serious about weight-loss, we are inviting you 
to join in the effort to get healthy and help 
save lives in Africa at the same time.  
 
The idea is simple. From January 15-
February 26, get healthy! Eat better, 
exercise, and focus on your own personal 
health.  
Then, for your "NET LOSS," you and your 
supporters will contribute to providing 
resources so there can be "NETS GAINED" in 

Dysart Historical 

Society 

Soup Dinner 

Sunday, January 19  

11 am to 1 pm 

 

Menu: 

    Chili 

    Chicken Noodle 

    Cheesburger 

    Baked Potato Soup 

 

Free will offering to 

benefit  a new machine 

shed to store the larger 

agricultural items at the 

Dysart Historical center. 

The Dysart Historical 

Center is affliated with the 

Silos and Smokestack 
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 Leadership at Dysart United  Methodist 
2014 

Church Council 

Chairperson      Rodney Kavalier 

Lay Leader              John Thiele 

Lay member to Annual Conference 

     Marilyn Mehlhaus 

Recording Secretary _________ 

Financial Secretary   
 Reta Callahan, pro tem 

Church Treasurer Debi Miller 

Pastor      Rev. Linda Butler 

UMW President         Becky Lassen 

Head Usher              Don Lyons 

UMYF Leaders             Tom Brandt 

Trustee Chair  elected at first mtg 

Finance Chairperson Jim Pippert 

SPRC Co-Chairs   Joyce Folsom 

 Mary Aschenbrenner 
 

Church Council at Large 
Members 

Nancy Thiele Dan Reisner 

Vicki Behrens Kent Folsom 

Al Schafbuch 

Finance Committee 

Chairperson  Jim Pippert 

Church Council Chair Rodney 

   Kavalier 

Board of Trustees Rep _______ 

Lay Leader  John Thiele 

Church Treasurer  Debi Miller 

Financial secretary Church  

   secretary 

Lay member to Annual Conference

  Marilyn Mehlhaus 

Finance at Large Members 

Mark Monroe    Marcia Knupp 

Ben Hach    Jeff Knupp 

Board of Trustees 

Terry Trunck Bob Gumbert 

Greg Lyons Lesa Foss 

Greg Jans Craig Clark 

Mary Monroe Don Schuchart 

Ron Charmichael 

Staff Parish Relations 

Committee 

Co-chairpersons  

 Mary Aschenbrenner 

 Joyce Folsom 

Lay leader John Thiele 

Lay Member to AC  

Marilyn Mehlhaus 

Ron Charmichael  

Vicki Behrens 

Becky Lassen Don Schuchart  

Janet Wilson Lorraine Stueck 
 

Auditing Committee 

Reta Callahan Lorraine Stueck 

 

Nominations and 

Leadership Development 

Chairperson   Rev. Linda Butler 

Nancy Thiele    John Thiele 

Pam Keidel    Tom Dvorak 

Steve Oliver    Arlene Pippert 

Tom Brandt 

Education 

Chairperson     Dori Dvorak 

Walter Brandt     Marty Powers 

Mary Ann Gregory  

Sarah Clark     Julie Carty 

Catharine Wieck 

Page 7 

Missions 

Chairperson          Becky Lassen 

Merri Hach    Claudette Gumbert 

Enid Young           Reta Callahan 

Judy Powell           Joyce Paulsen 

Deb Oliver 

 

Altar Guild 

Chairperson  Janice Lyons 

Marilyn Hach    Debi Miller 

Coni Coffey             Sherry Lyons 

Mary Jo Kavalier  

Kathy Schuchart 

 

Communion Committee 

Chairperson    Debi Miller 

Mary Jo Kavalier      Pat Jans 

Kendall Taylor      Harold Langbehn 

Shelley Docekal          Thelma Brandt 

Merri Hack 

 

Memorial Committee 

Chairperson  Kent Folsom 

Faye Cranston  Jan Lockhart 

Nancy Thiele  Pam Thiele 

Thelma Brandt  Don Lyons 

Reda Charmichael Irene Wieck 

 

Flower Task Force 

Deb Fowler Chairperson   

Marcia Taylor 

Leadership Recognition 

and Blessing 

Sunday, January 12 

During worship 

Contact information: 

Church Phone    

319-476-2750 

Parsonage Phone   

319-476-4175 

Pastor’s cellphone 

515-778-7498 

Web Site  

Www.dysartumc.org 

Office email   

dysartum@fctc.coop 

Pastor: Rev. Linda Butler , 

pastorlindabutler@gmail.com 

Like us on facebook! 

 




