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Come one, come all—all ages invited 
 

Movie Night 
at Dysart United Methodist Church 

 

January 18, 2015 
4 to 6 p.m. 

 
Showing on the big screen 
Popcorn and drink served 

No charge 
Small group discussion following (optional) 
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The message 

delivered from all 

ages to all ages! 
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7 Ways to Contact Us! 
 

Church Phone:  319-476-2750  
 

Office email: dysartum@fctc.coop 
 

Web Site: www.dysartumc.org   
 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Pastor: Rev. Linda Butler email: 
pastorlindabutler@gmail.com 
 

Parsonage Phone: 319-476-4175 
 

Pastor’s cellphone: 515-778-7498  
 

Pastor wants to hear from you.  

In this Issue 

Contemplations from our Pastor 3 

Hanging of the Greens photo 4 

Mission & Outreach 5 

Communion Offering January 6 

Scholarship / Prayer Requests 6 

Human Relations Sunday 7 

Calendar Center 

Confirmation Class 10 

Celebrations / Ushers 11 

Trustees 12 

Program Photo Gallery 13 

Finance / SPRC 14 

Worship in January 15 

Our Mission is to glorify the name of 
Christ through worship, missions, 
giving, education and service of the 
Church is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world. 
 
The vision of DUMC: To glorify 
Jesus the Christ through worship, 
missions, giving, education and 
service. 

Bulletin and Weekly Email 
Announcements 
 

Send bulletin submissions to  
dysartum@fctc.coop by 
Wednesday. 
 
Send weekly announcement 
submissions to dysartum@fctc.coop 

Pictures 

Help us tell the story of our church and 
share God’s ministry here at DUMC 
through the announcements and The 
Focus. If you would like to share what 
your group is doing, we would like to 
have the opportunity to put it in the 
newsletter and on announcements. 
Email pictures as jpgs to 
dysartum@fctc.coop. 
 
If you prefer to not be in pictures on the 
web or newsletter, you can fill out a 
Photography/Video Release form that 

 

Broadcasts and on the Web 
 

Broadcasts of worship service on 
Channel 1 in Dysart: Mondays 9 
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
 

Worship Service on the website: 
dysartumc.org, click the Worship link 
and the image of the date you want 
to view. 

About The Focus 
The Focus is a monthly publication 
of Dysart United Methodist Church. 
The goal is to inform and involve 
people in the life and work of the 
church.  
 

To submit articles please email 
them to dysartum@fctc.coop by the 
20th of each month. Thank you! 
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Worship in January  
The gifts of God from the people of God 

Worship  9 a.m.  

Refreshments served in 

Fellowship Center after 

worship. All are invited! 

Worship Themes for January 
Living Our Promises 
Sunday, January 4 
Wesley Covenant Service 
Communion 
Scripture Readings:  
Deuteronomy 31:9-13 
Matthew 25:31-46 
The Wesley Covenant service is a powerful 
means of grace that give us an opportunity to 
recommit ourselves to living and practicing the 
baptismal covenant with God. They remind us of 
our commitment to be witnesses to Jesus Christ in the world by the way we 
live and love every day. We will be singing Come, Let Us Use the Grace 
Divine, #606, written by Charles Wesley expressly for the Covenant Service.  
 
Come, let us use the grace divine, 
And all, with one accord, 
In a perpetual covenant join 
Ourselves to Christ the Lord. 
Give up ourselves, through Jesus’ 
power, 
His name to glorify; 
And promise in this sacred hour 
For God to live and die. 
 
Sunday, January 11 
Baptism of Jesus 
“Living Our Promises: Baptism” 
Scripture Reading: Mark 1:4-11 
How does baptism mark our lives? We understand that God is with us 
throughout our lives. We are reminded of this at our baptism and at every 
baptism we witness, but how does baptism influence how we live and view 
our lives? 
 
Sunday, January 18 – February 8 
“Living Our Promises: Our Membership Vows” 
Each Sunday we will explore our membership vows - prayers, presence, gifts, 
witness, and service – through Scripture, tradition, reason, and experience. 
Whether you are new  to United Methodism or have been have been life-long 
member of one of our historical traditions – German Evangelical, United 
Brethren, or Methodist -  this sermon series will help you  “live our promises”.  

The covenant we this moment make 
Be ever kept in mind! 
We will no more our God forsake, 
Or cast his words behind. 
We never will throw off his fear 
Who hears our solemn vow; 
And if thou art well-pleased to hear, 
Come down, and meet us now! 

http://wesleyanleadership.wordpress.com/2012/12/31/covenant-renewal/jwmonogram-4/
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Staff Parish Relations Committee 
Connecting pastor, staff, and congregation 

Next Finance  
Committee meeting: 
January 13, 7 p.m. 

Finance 
 Handling God’s money in the church 

The Finance Committee last met 
on December 1, 2014.  After 
devotions with the analogy, “Ask, 
Seek, Knock,” based on readings 
from Romans 1:22-25, we 
reviewed reports from the church 
treasurer and financial secretary.  
Conference apportionments have 
now been paid through November 
2014, leaving December yet 
unpaid.  Year-to-date expenses 
through November 2014 are about 
$3,700 higher than similar 
expenses through November 
2013. Expense and income 
summaries year-to-date were 
compared for 2013 and 2014.   
 
Based on our past history of year-
end giving, we are hoping that the 
congregation again steps forward 
this year with strong year-end 
giving. 
 
We received 41 pledge cards from 
the “Treasure” stewardship 
campaign, pledging $95,248 in 

giving for 2015.  A cost-benefit 
analysis of the “Treasures” 
program was reviewed. 
 
The Mission Committee gave a 
very nice gift to our church by 
funding DUMC’s $1,000 pledge to 
the City of Dysart for the 
Community Building and Park 
renovations. 
 
The next Finance Committee 
meetings will be Sunday,  
January 11, 2015 in the church 
office after worship for counting 
training and Tuesday, January 13, 

“Thank you to the congregation for 
your generous support in giving a 
monetary gift to the paid staff of 

the church.  We wish you a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!”   

2014 Finances  
through November 

 
2014 Budget Income:   $153,324.15 
2014 Total Expenses:  $164,816.50 
2 3/4 months behind in apportionments 

From Reta: If anyone has 
interest in automatic payment to 
the church, please contact Reta 
Callahan in the office. 
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Contemplations from Our Pastor 

 

Happy New Year! A new beginning! 
 

Each day, each hour, yes, each minute can be a new 
beginning, a unique opportunity to make everything new. 
Imagine what it would be like if we lived each moment as if it 
were pregnant with new life. I imagine that we could live each 
day as full of promises. I can imagine that we could walk 
through this new year listening to a voice saying to us: ”I have 
gift for you and can’t wait for you to unwrap it.” This is grace! 
 

On January 4, the first Sunday of the New Year, we will have 
an opportunity to renew our discipleship journey by participating in the 
Wesley Covenant Service. 
 

John Wesley introduced the annual covenant renewal service for use by the 
Methodist societies in 1755. Every year, on or near January 1, the Methodists 
gathered to renew their covenant with God. The service is a powerful time of 
self-examination and confession which will culminate in renewal of our 
commitment to discipleship. 
 

This prayer for the new year from one of my favorite pastors and poets,  
Ted Loder.  
 

I Hold My Life Up to You Now 
Patient God, 
the clock struck midnight and I partied with a strange sadness in my heart, 
confusion in my mind.  
Now, I ask you to gather me, for I realize the storms of time have scattered 
me, the furies of the year past have driven me, 
 many sorrows have scarred me,  
 many accomplishments have disappointed me,  
 much activity has wearied me,  
 and fear has spooked me into a hundred hiding places,  
 one of which is pretended gaiety. 
I am sick of a string of “Have a nice days.” 
 What I want is passionate days, 
   wondrous days,  
   dangerous days 
    blessed days,  
     surprising days. 
 What I want is you! 
 

Your partner in ministry, 
   

http://wesleyanleadership.wordpress.com/2012/12/31/covenant-renewal/jwmonogram-4/
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Hanging of the Greens—Church was Advent Ready 

13 

 

Intergenerational Christmas  

Program 2014—Photo Gallery 
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Christian Education  

Receiving Bible 

Pastor Linda presents third grader, 
Ava , her Bible with mother, Marty, 
and brother, Henry, looking on. 

Trustees have done a number of 
tasks around and for the church. 
 Arrangements for snow removal 

and clearing the parking lot 
have been made, please be 
patient following a late Saturday 
snowstorm.   

 Eight new replacement windows 
have been installed in the 
parsonage, also two windows 
were replaced in the church 
offices.  

Trustees 
Managing the resources of the congregation 

 The window air conditioners 
were removed along with the 
plastic windows, much warmer.   

 Vision lite kits were installed in 
the church office door and 
pastors office, along with 
Classroom 7 upstairs.  This is 
part of our safe sanctuary policy 

 The carport-old kitchen-closet 
flat roof of about 25 years is 
slowly showing it age and is 
patched for now. The next 

 Trustees meeting is Jan 11th 
following church, the new 

Next Trustee meeting: 
January 11  

following worship. 

One Room Sunday School  

PreK-5 Sunday School is one great 
place for learning about God’s love. 
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Missions & Outreach 
 Serving in Christ’s name 

Next Mission Committee 
meeting. Sunday. January 4  

at 10:30 a.m.  

Operation Christmas Child – Please 
continue to pray for all the shoe boxes 
we filled and sent out this Christmas 
season. A small gift for a child from our 
hearts, packed with love in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 
Adopt-a-Family – We had the 
opportunity to adopt 3 families this 
Christmas season, 13 individuals. 
Thank you, thank you! Our families are 
going to have a fabulous Christmas, 
because someone cared enough to buy 
that special gift! Those gifts have been 
delivered.  
 
Mitten & Hat Tree - We will continue to 
collect hats and mittens through 
December, please feel free to donate. 
Our mitten/hat tree is in the hall going 
into the Fellowship Center this holiday 
season. When you are out shopping 
pick up a pair of mittens/gloves or a hat 
and donate it to the tree. Please bring 
your item/items in and place them on 
the tree. Donated items will go to the 
DG Elementary and the Northeast 
Tama County Food Pantry, to children 
that need them.  
 

This season we are going to add some 
baskets under the tree and are asking 
for special items that are used at the 
Northeast Tama County Food Pantry. 
We will collect shampoo, conditioner, 
deodorant (men’s and women’s), tooth 
paste, tooth brushes adult, liquid hand 

soap, bar soap, paper towels (single 
wrapped), dish soap, Kleenex, and 
laundry detergent.  
Christmas Eve Offering – We will 
support two Missions this year with our 
offering. Half will go to the UMCOR 
Disaster Response to Ebola and half to 
Hope Secondary School – Israel and 
Palestine in Beit Jala.  
 
Disaster Response – this project provides 
funds that enable quick response to meet 
emergency needs around the world. 
These include, but are not limited to, 
natural disasters caused by war and 
oppression, and unexpected emergencies 
experienced by people who live so 
marginal an existence that the slightest 
mishap becomes a major catastrophe. 
UMCOR’S efforts are often needed most 
by women, children and the elderly.  
 
Hope Secondary School serves 
Palestinian children in grades 7-12 and is 
located in Beit Jala, west of Bethlehem. 
Most of the 120 students are poor, unable 
to pay for basic academic expenses. 
Some are physically or mentally 
challenged and unable to study in public 
school. Financial support brings hope to 
Hope Secondary School students by 
providing a quality education taught by 
Christian teachers. 

 
Winter Emergency 2015 – We will take a 
special offering December 1st – March 
31st. There will be an offering plate at the 
back of the church by the tech station. 
Last year we had the opportunity to help 
families in our community with their 
heating bills and electric bills and we 
would like to do the same again this year. 
Thank you for your generosity.   
 
Becky Lassen 
Mission Chair 
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Communion Offering in January 

 

  
“Because we are fed at the  
Lord’s table, we are sent out  
to care for and serve others.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Communion offering on January 4 will go to the United Methodist Anti
-Human Trafficking   Advance #333615. This ministry works with those 
ensnared in trafficking of humans for commercial and sexual exploitation.  
 
Human trafficking is considered to be modern-day slavery, forcing 
individuals, often women and children, to work in harsh and abusive 
conditions with little or no pay.  
 
UMCOR works with communities across the globe to provide assistance 
to survivors of trafficking by providing shelter, medical services, 
psychological support, legal counseling, and specialized skills training 
which helps victims gain employment.  
 
UMCOR has also worked to promote awareness-raising campaigns, 
informational materials, seminars, radio and TV programs and a toll-free 
hotline developed to increase advocacy, rights-based dialogue and policy 
discussions.  

College Scholarships 
Available 

 
Attention high school seniors and 
college students. Check out the 
following website for United 
Methodist scholarships. Once on 
the site, click on the various link 
boxes to learn more about over 
50 scholarships available. 
http://www.umc.org/resources/
scholarship-portal 

Prayer Requests 
 
A speedy recovery for Ina Mae 
Callahan after her broken hip. 
She is recuperating at 
Sunnycrest.  
Don and Reta Callahan 
 
God’s healing for Reta 
Callahan’s right ankle after she 
broke it last week.  
Don Callahan 

11 

 

Birthdays 
 
2   David Bottomley 
3 Irene Wieck 
4 Arlene Pippert 
5 Lori Flickinger 
7 Lon Flickinger, Reda 

Charmichael, Sara McKinley, 
Ron Miller, Vanessa West, 
Billie Jans 

8 Taylor Kugel 
9 Deb Reed, Ann Hessenius 
10 Pat Jans, Ariel Steffen 
11 Jennifer O’Connor, Lee 

Goddard 
12 Ed Clouse, Tom Dvorak 
14 Joe Thiele 
16 Nathan Jans 
17 Kenneth Ecklund 
18 Melanie Miller 
22 Marjorie Foster, Alivia 

Harmsen 
23 Ervin Krug 
24 Kendall Taylor 
27 Janet Trunck, David Wieck 
28 Bruce Pippert 

Anniversaries 
   
7 Mike and Susan Griffin 
10 Chris and Donna Wilson 
12 Merlin and Marvyl Raub 
24 Don and Janice Lyons  
 Al and Ruth Schafbuch 

Celebrations in January 

THANK YOU Joyce Paulson and Enid 
Young for all your hard work on 
missions. We are a busy committee,  
and I appreciate all that you did for 
missions! Thank You!!  
Becky Lassen 

 
We would like to thank our church 
family for supporting all the different 
mission projects we had throughout 
the 2014 year. Thank you very much!!
The Mission Committee 

Thank Yous 

Christmas/Epiphany  
Open House  

 

at the Parsonage 

506 Tilford Street 

 

Sunday, January 4, 2015 

4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

Yummy food will be served!  

Ushers for January 2015 

January 4 Al & Ruth Schfabuch 
 Lowell & Julie Sanford 
 
January 11 Jay and Mary Aschenbrenner 
 Don and Donny Lyons 
 
January 18 Paul and Catharine Wieck 
 Bob Gumbert and Bobbi 

Dostart 
 
January 25 Ben & Merri Hach 
 Kevin and Jenni Kugel 
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Confirmation Class: Young disciples in Service  
to the Community 
 
On Saturday, December 13, members of the Dysart UMC Confirmation 
Class helped fill and deliver the Dysart Lions Club Christmas Cheer 
boxes.  
 
Service is one of the five membership vows each member commits to 
during the membership ritual. Thank you to Parker, Chase, Gage, and 
Carli! The confirmands also helped deliver the boxes with Wade 
Wilson, Marv Taylor, and Ron Miller. Thank you Lions and Dysart UMC 
for your service to the community! 
 
Our next confirmation class will be Wednesday, January 14 at 5 p.m. 
The topic is “Does God Still Create Stuff Today?” Supper will be ham 
(seems to be a favorite for some of the class), roasted potatoes, green 
beans, and dessert. Yum!  

7 

 

Human Relations Sunday 

January 18, 2015 

Offering 
TOGETHER, WE EXTEND A HELPING HAND TO THOSE IN CRISIS SO THEY CAN 

OVERCOME FORMIDABLE OBSTACLES. 
 
Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts of your town and you will find 
what Jesus called “the least of these.” Those living in the margins of society, 

struggling to survive.  
 
People like: 

 An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county, 

  being recruited by a local gang 

 A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock,  

  Arkansas 

 An Oklahoma woman recently released from  

  incarceration looking for work 
 
Over and over Jesus served people like this, 
embracing them. And that’s what we want to model 
as the people of The United Methodist Church. To 

continue the ministry of Jesus we established Human Relations Day as a 
Special Sunday that calls all of our churches to participate in helping all God’s 
children to realize their potential. 
 
Equipping The United Methodist Church to Be the Church 
As a member of The United Methodist Church, your gift, on this day, allows 
the work of folks like Bruce and Becky Ballou to build relationships with those 
teens in Texas. Your gift allows Montey Payne to lead recovering addicts 
towards healing. And your gift helps Rev. Steve Burr find work for ex-
offenders. This work, and hundreds of other ministries, are possible because 
the people of Dysart UMC give to Human Relations Sunday. 
 
Rev. I Maliik Safir, whose church works with those gripped by addiction in 
Little Rock, sums up the work of Human Relations Day by recalling Jesus’ 
story of the Good Samaritan: “to meet the poor, the disadvantaged and the 
underserved at the places where others have robbed them and help them to 
recover from the wounds of social inequality.” 
 
Will You Support the Ministry of Christ Among Those on the Margins? 
Will you continue to support Human Relations Day? Will you continue 
nurturing at-risk youth, strengthening communities’ self-improvement efforts 
and advocating for the oppressed? 
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 January 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 Altar Guild 
TBD 

Techs 
Sound: Mary Monroe 
Presentation: Mary 

Monroe 
Video: Mark Monroe 

Church Council 
Devotions: Pastor Linda 
Minutes: TBD 

1 
 

New Year’s Day 
Office closed 

 
 

2 
 
Pastor’s day off 

3 
7 a.m. Men’s Bible  
7:30 a.m.-8 p.m. Family 

Christmas party (FC & 
kitchen reserved) 

9 a.m. Rebekah Circle 
Coffee at K.E. Black 

4 
9 a.m.  Worship 
10 a.m. Take down greens 
10 a.m. Refreshments and 

treats—All invited 
10:10 a.m. PreK-HS Sunday 

School  
10:30 a.m. Missions meeting 

5    
 
 
7 p.m. SPRC 

6 
 
 
1-4 p.m. Reta in the office 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
7 p.m. Choir 

8 
10:30  a.m. Bible study by 

the fireplace 
1-4  p.m. Reta in the office 
 
 

9 
 
Pastor’s day off 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
9 a.m.  Worship 
10 a.m. Refreshments and 

treats—All invited 
10:05 a.m. Money Counter 

training 
10:10 a.m. PreK-HS Sunday 

School  

12 
 
 
7 p.m. Church Council 
 
 

13 
 
1-4 p.m. Reta in the office 
 
7 p.m. Finance meeting 

14 
 
5-6:30 p.m. Confirmation 
 
 
7 p.m. Choir 
 
 

15 
 
10:30 a.m.  Bible study by 

the fireplace 
1-4 p.m. Reta in the office 
4-8:30 p.m. Lions Club (FC & 

kitchen reserved) 
7 p.m. Lydia Circle 

16 
 
Pastor’s day off 

17 
 
7:30-1:30 p.m. Shower (FC 

& kitchen reserved) 
 
 
 

18 
9 a.m.  Worship 
10 a.m. Refreshments and 

treats—All invited 
10:10 a.m. PreK-HS Sunday 

School  
4-6 p.m. Movie Night 
 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
1-4 p.m. Reta in the office 
12:30-8:15 Life Serve 

Blood Drive (FC 
reserved) 

1:30 p.m. Rebekah Circle 
@ Nancy Thiele’s 

6:30 p.m. Worship 
meeting 

21 
 
 
5-6:30 p.m. Confirmation 
 
7 p.m. Choir 

22 
 
10:30 a.m.  Bible study by 

the fireplace 
 
1-4 p.m. Reta in the office 
 
7 p.m. Nominations 
 

23 
 
 
Pastor’s day off 
 
 
 

24 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Lion’s Club 

Volunteer thank you 
lunch (FC & lunch 
reserved) 

 
 
 
 

25 
9 a.m.  Worship 
10 a.m. Refreshments and 

treats—All invited 
10:10 a.m. PreK-HS Sunday 

School  
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
1-4 p.m. Reta in the office 
 
COLLATE NEWSLETTER 

28 
 
5-6:30 p.m. Confirmation 
 
 

29 
10:30 a.m.  Bible study by 

the fireplace 
 
1-4 p.m. Reta in the office 
 
Pastor Linda at Conference 
Center 

30 
 
Pastor’s day off 
 
 

31 
6 a.m.-1 p.m. Lion’s Club 

pancake breakfast (FC 
& lunch reserved) 

Channel 1 broadcast of worship service:  
Mondays 9 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.  

Money Counters 
Marilyn Mehlhaus 
Jeff Knupp 
Jim Pippert, Alt. 

Center for Pastoral Effectiveness 
Pastor Linda at Continuing Ed 
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20 
1-4 p.m. Reta in the office 
12:30-8:15 Life Serve 

Blood Drive (FC 
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1:30 p.m. Rebekah Circle 
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6:30 p.m. Worship 
meeting 

21 
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7 p.m. Choir 
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10:30 a.m.  Bible study by 

the fireplace 
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Pastor’s day off 
 
 
 

24 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Lion’s Club 
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lunch (FC & lunch 
reserved) 

 
 
 
 

25 
9 a.m.  Worship 
10 a.m. Refreshments and 

treats—All invited 
10:10 a.m. PreK-HS Sunday 

School  
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
1-4 p.m. Reta in the office 
 
COLLATE NEWSLETTER 

28 
 
5-6:30 p.m. Confirmation 
 
 

29 
10:30 a.m.  Bible study by 

the fireplace 
 
1-4 p.m. Reta in the office 
 
Pastor Linda at Conference 
Center 

30 
 
Pastor’s day off 
 
 

31 
6 a.m.-1 p.m. Lion’s Club 

pancake breakfast (FC 
& lunch reserved) 

Center for Pastoral Effectiveness 
Pastor Linda at Continuing Ed 


